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Read Stop the rot – all about healthy gum on page 26 

Activity 1 
Reading foR meaning

 Building reading skills

• skimming and scanning for information.

• reading headings, text boxes and pictures.

• reading for meaning.

• making connections between the text and your world.

 There are three levels of comprehension questions:

 Literal  The answer is located in one sentence in the text.

 inferred  You need to make links between sentences and graphics  
    (such as illustrations, maps and tables) and what you already know. 

 applied  The answer is in your background knowledge,  
    what you already know or feel. 

 1  gum disease can be caused by                                              (inferred) 

   smoking

   a build-up of plaque on the teeth

   poor diet

   all of these

Shade 
one bubble.
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 2  What are some signs of gingivitis?                                                        (inferred) 

   red and swollen gums

   bleeding when you brush your teeth

   sore gums

   all of these

 3  When gingivitis is left untreated, it can advance to periodonitis.           (inferred) 

   TRUE

   FALSE

 4  are diabetics more likely to have gum infections?                                           (inferred) 

   YES

   NO

 5  List the things you can do every day to cut down the risk of developing gum   
           disease.               (inferred)

 

Shade 
one bubble.

Write 
your answer
on the lines.
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Activity 2 
Language Conventions - speLLing

 1  the spelling mistakes in these sentences have been underlined.  
  Write the correct spelling for each word in the box.

 Gum diseese effects most people at some time in their life.

 They  are seerious infections.  

 The mane cause of gum disease is plaque.  

 2  each sentence has one word that is incorrect. 
  Write the correct spelling of the word in the box.

  Bleeding, redness and swollen gums are sines of gum disease.

 You shoold brush your teeth every day.

 If your teeth feel lose, see your dentist.

 

Activity 3 
Language Conventions - gRammaR

 1  Which word correctly completes these sentences?  
 
  You need to look after your teeth well ____   ______  you can prevent gum disease. 

              although

              while

              so

              however

Write 
your answer 
in the box.

Shade 
one bubble.
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 2  Which word correctly completes these sentences? 

 ______________  your teeth every day can prevent gum disease.  

              Clean

              Cleans

              Cleaner

              Cleaning

 3  Which word correctly completes these sentences? 

 If you are under stress,  there will be a _____________ risk of developing gum disease.

              high

              highest

              highs

              higher

Activity 4 
Language Conventions – punCtuation

 1  Which sentence has the speech marks (“   ”) in the correct place?

              My dentist said, “You are looking after your teeth very well!”  

               “My dentist said,” You are looking after your teeth very well!   

              My dentist “said,” You are looking after your teeth very well!  

               “My dentist said, You are looking after your teeth very well!”  

 

Shade 
one bubble.

Shade 
one bubble.
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 2  Which sentence is punctuated correctly? 

              Its important to look after your teeth so theyre strong and healthy.

              It’s important to look after your’ teeth so theyre strong and healthy.

              It’s important to look after your teeth so they’re strong and healthy.

              Its’ important to look after you’r teeth so they’re strong and healthy.

 3  Which punctuation is correct in this sentence? 

              Would you like to keep your teeth healthy...

              Would you like to keep your teeth healthy!

              Would you like to keep your teeth healthy?

              Would you like to keep your teeth healthy.

Activity 5 
unsCRamBLe these teeth WoRds

L Q e p a u

e e i d s a s

v t i i s i g g n i

g R B u s n i h

e n d t t s i

Shade 
one bubble.

Write 
your answer 
in the table.


